
 

1 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
PARIS, FRANCE, March 6, 2018 

 

SABIC LAUNCHES NEW UDMAX™ THERMOPLASTIC 

COMPOSITE TAPE FEATURING HIGH STRENGTH FOR 

PIPE AND PRESSURE VESSEL REINFORCEMENT  

 
SABIC, a global leader in the chemical industry, is introducing here at JEC World 2018 in stand L84, 

hall 5, new UDMAX™ GPE 46-70 tape, the newest addition to its expanding portfolio of UDMAX™ 

unidirectional fiber-reinforced thermoplastic composite tape products. Commercially available 

worldwide, the new glass-filled high-density polyethylene grade is designed for reinforcing 

industrial applications, such as pipes and pressure vessels, offering unmatched tensile strength. 

This novel product has one of the highest glass content available in the industry today combined 

with optimal thermoplastic resin impregnation, thanks to SABIC’s proprietary high-pressure fiber 

impregnation technology (HPFIT™). By using UDMAX™ tape to reinforce oil, gas and water pipes, 

boilers and storage tanks, customers can significantly increase mechanical performance while 

reducing weight and help improve corrosion resistance in the most demanding environments.  

 

“As pipe and pressure vessel manufacturers face rising demand for higher performance, longer life 

and greater safety, advanced thermoplastic composite technologies from SABIC can offer a 

practical solution for various industrial applications,” said Hans Warmerdam, commercial director, 

SABIC Fibre Reinforced Thermoplastics (FRT). “Our new UDMAX™ GPE 46-70 tape delivers the 

exceptional strength needed to meet tough industry challenges, and promotes more efficient pipe 

and pressure vessel designs for transport and installation. This new product also illustrates how 

SABIC continues to invest in technological innovations that give our customers an ever-increasing 

selection of strong, lightweight thermoplastic composites in place of traditional materials.”  

 

Unique Technology for Maximum Performance  

The UDMAX™ GPE 46-70 tape offers exceptionally lightweight and high strength and is a 

replacement for metal and other traditional materials. Featuring SABIC’s HPFIT that quickly and 

precisely enables the spread and combination of thousands of glass or carbon fibers with a 

thermoplastic matrix, the UDMAX™ GPE 46-70 tape has 70 percent fiber by weight content – one of 

the highest available today. “Maximizing fiber content can raise tensile strength up to 957 MPa, 

which in turn affects the burst pressure resistance of a pipe or vessel – a key performance 

indicator,” said Joris Wismans, technical director, SABIC FRT. 
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HPFIT also enhances UDMAX™ tape in several other ways, by offering: 

 Good fiber distribution for uniform performance 

 Twist-free fiber orientation (twisting reduces mechanical properties) 

 A uniform and consistent tape thickness that helps optimize the conversion process and 

product design 

 

Expanded Design Freedom  

Reinforcing pipes and pressure vessels with UDMAX™ tape offers designers new options for 

achieving desired performance. For example, the use of UDMAX™ GPE 46-70 tape can enable pipes 

to withstand higher loads, while reducing the number of tape layers for less-demanding 

environments, lowering overall weight for easier transport and installation. 

 

END 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
• SABIC and brands marked with ™ are trademarks of SABIC or its subsidiaries or affiliates. 
• High-resolution photos are available upon request.  
• SABIC should be written in every instance in all uppercase. 
• © 2018 Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC). All Rights Reserved. 
• Any brands, products or services of other companies referenced in this document are the 

trademarks, service marks and/or trade names of their respective holders. 
 
 
ABOUT SABIC 
 
SABIC is a global leader in diversified chemicals headquartered in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. We 
manufacture on a global scale in the Americas, Europe, Middle East and Asia Pacific, making 
distinctly different kinds of products: chemicals, commodity and high performance plastics, agri-
nutrients and metals.  
 
We support our customers by identifying and developing opportunities in key end markets such as 
construction, medical devices, packaging, agri-nutrients, electrical and electronics, transportation 
and clean energy. 
 
SABIC recorded a net profit of SR 17.8 billion (US$ 4.8 billion) in 2016. Sales revenues for 2016 
totalled SR 132.8 billion (US$ 35.4 billion). Total assets stood at SR 316.9 billion (US$ 84.5 billion) at 
the end of 2016. Production in 2016 stood at 72.7 million metric tons. 
 
SABIC has more than 35,000 employees worldwide and operates in more than 50 countries. 
Fostering innovation and a spirit of ingenuity, we have 12,191 global patent filings, and have 
significant research resources with innovation hubs in five key geographies – USA, Europe, Middle 
East, South Asia and North Asia. 
 
The Saudi Arabian government owns 70 percent of SABIC shares with the remaining 30 percent 
publicly traded on the Saudi stock exchange. 
 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS ABOUT SABIC AT CHINAPLAS AND NPE 2018 
 
SABIC will exhibit at Chinaplas 2018 (booth #6.2G51) in Shanghai, China, from April 24-27, 2018, and 
at NPE 2018 (booth #S19001) in Orlando, Fla., USA, from May 7 – 11, 2018. At both events, the 
company will share new developments and showcase a range of innovative solutions from both its 
petrochemicals and specialty plastics portfolios for end-use applications across multiple industries, 
including transportation, building & construction, healthcare, consumer, electronics & electrical, and 
packaging.  
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PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS 
 

  

The new UDMAX™ GPE 46-70 tape is designed for reinforcing industrial applications, such as pipes 

and pressure vessels, offering unmatched tensile strength. 

 

SABIC Media Contacts 

 

Aline Stanworth 

E: aline.stanworth@sabic.com  

T: +31 164 29 2217 

 

AH&M Marketing Communications 

Amy Godfrey 

E: agodfrey@ahminc.com   

T: +1 413 448 2260, Ext. 370 

 

 

For high resolution pictures please contact: Amy Godfrey (agodfrey@ahminc.com, +1 413 448 2260, 

Ext. 370). 
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