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New Dow Corning® MB25-502 Masterbatch Delivers Best-in-Class Processability 
for Polyethylene Wire and Cable Insulation and Jacketing  

New Silicone Masterbatch Can Cost Effectively Boost Throughput by Up to 110 Percent 

MIDLAND, MICH. – Dec. 15, 2016 – Dow Corning, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical 
Company, today launched Dow Corning® MB25-502 Masterbatch, an advanced new silicone technology 
specifically designed to optimize processability of highly mineral-filled polyethylene (PE) compounds for 
wire and cable applications. This new masterbatch is the first in the industry to combine best-in-class 
processing with an affordable cost. By reducing screw torque, die build-up and die pressure, the 
material can improve extrusion throughput by up to 110 percent compared to PE compounds without a 
processing additive.  
 
“The wire and cable industry is moving toward the use of halogen-free flame retardants, but these 
mineral additives can cause major processing issues due to the high loadings that are required for 
effectiveness,” said Christophe Paulo, global segment leader, Plastics & Composites for Dow Corning. 
“Until now, customers were forced to choose between expensive, over-engineered additives with higher 
performance, or low-cost but underperforming products. New Dow Corning MB25-502 Masterbatch 
enables wire and cable customers to maximize productivity without paying a premium for unneeded 
functionality.” 
 
Dow Corning MB25-502 Masterbatch raises throughput of PE compounds with high mineral loadings (up 
to 70 percent by weight) by reducing screw torque by as much as 30 percent. Lower torque, in turn, 
accelerates production and cuts energy costs. This silicone masterbatch also avoids die build-up and die 
pressure that require frequent interruptions for cleaning.  
 
By narrowly targeting processability issues instead of including extra functionality, the new masterbatch 
achieves outstanding results at a competitive price. Adding to its cost-effectiveness, the Dow Corning 
product is highly efficient at lower loadings (0.5 to 1.0 percent) than competitive silicone-based 
additives. 
 
Dow Corning MB25-502 Masterbatch is compatible with low-density PE (LDPE), linear low-density PE 
(LLDPE) and cross-linked PE (XLPE). It is supplied globally as free-flowing pellets.  
 
About Dow Corning  
Dow Corning (dowcorning.com), a wholly owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company, provides 
performance-enhancing solutions to serve the diverse needs of more than 25,000 customers worldwide. 
A global leader in silicones, silicon-based technology and innovation, Dow Corning offers more than 
7,000 products and services via the company’s Dow Corning® and XIAMETER® brands. More than half of 
Dow Corning’s annual sales are outside the United States. Dow Corning’s global operations adhere to 
the American Chemistry Council’s Responsible Care® initiative, a stringent set of standards designed to 
advance the safe and secure management of chemical products and processes. 
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About Dow 

Dow (NYSE: DOW) combines the power of science and technology to passionately innovate what is 
essential to human progress. The Company is driving innovations that extract value from material, 
polymer, chemical and biological science to help address many of the world's most challenging problems 
such as the need for clean water, clean energy generation and conservation, and increasing agricultural 
productivity. Dow's integrated, market-driven, industry-leading portfolio of specialty chemical, advanced 
materials, agrosciences and plastics businesses delivers a broad range of technology-based products and 
solutions to customers in approximately 180 countries and in high-growth sectors such as packaging, 
electronics, water, coatings and agriculture. In 2015, Dow had annual sales of nearly $49 billion and 
employed approximately 49,000 people worldwide. The Company's more than 6,000 product families 
are manufactured at 179 sites in 35 countries across the globe. On June 1, 2016, Dow became the 100 
percent owner of Dow Corning Corporation’s silicones business, a global company with sales of greater 
than $4.5 billion in 2015, 25 manufacturing sites in 9 countries and approximately 10,000 employees 
worldwide. References to "Dow" or the "Company" mean The Dow Chemical Company and its 
consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted. More information about Dow can be found 
at www.dow.com. 
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PHOTO:  Dow Corning® MB25-502 Masterbatch can optimize processability of highly mineral-filled 
polyethylene compounds for wire and cable applications 
 
Dow Corning, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company, today launched Dow Corning® 
MB25-502 Masterbatch, an advanced new silicone technology specifically designed to optimize 
processability of highly mineral-filled polyethylene (PE) compounds for wire and cable applications. This 
new masterbatch is the first in the industry to combine best-in-class processing with an affordable cost. 
By reducing screw torque, die build-up and die pressure, the material can improve extrusion throughput 
by up to 110 percent compared to PE compounds without a processing additive. 
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